
Northbrook Middle School Summer Reading 
 

Summer reading is here!  Choose ONE book from the following list to read over the summer and ONE activity to 
complete. Be prepared to discuss the book you read and the activity you completed. When you return from 
summer break, see Ms. Dineen in the media center for a goody bag. The goody bag includes a book mark, candy treat, and 
a Northbrook stylus pen! 
 

SUMMER READING BOOKS 
Title Author 

Circus Mirandus Cassie Beasley 
Book Scavenger Jennifer Bertman 
The War that Saved My Life Kimberly Bradley 
Stella by Starlight Sharon Draper 
Death by Toilet Paper Donna Gephart 
Portraits of Hispanic American Heroes Juan Felipe Herrera 
Fish in a Tree Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
Roller Girl Victoria Jamieson 
Half a World Away Cynthia Kadohata 
Masterminds Gordon Korman 
Rain Rein Ann Martin 
The Red Pencil Andrea Davis Pinkney 
Fuzzy Mud Louis Sachar 
The Marvels Brian Selznick 
The Iron Trial: Magisterium, Book One Cassandra Clare & Holly Black 

 
 

SUMMER READING ACTIVITIES 
Activity Description 

Letter to the Author Share your thoughts, questions, frustrations, etc. about what you’re reading with 
the author.  

Comic Book/ 
Storyboard 

Create a comic book or story board covering the major plot of the book. Be sure to 
include scenes to help someone who has not read the novel understand the novel. 

Character Journal Take on the voice of a character from your book (can be a major or minor 
character). 

3-D Model: 
Create a 3-dimensional model of major scenes in your novel (at least 4). Be sure to 
include a brief explanation of each scene and some quotes from that scene.  
You may also choose to create a 3-D model of a major setting. 

Reading Letter 
Write a letter giving a summary of the novel and a convincing argument as to why 
someone should read the novel. The goal is to persuade another reader to choose 
this book. 

Treasure Chest 
Create a treasure chest with items that were mentioned in the book. Pick items 
that were important or significant for some reason. Your treasure chest should 
include at least 10 items, and a written description of each item. 

Movie Poster 

Design an interesting movie poster that includes at least 5 facts (Hint: The five 
elements of fiction) you have learned from the book. Include information about 
the setting, characters, and problems faced in the book. Be sure to list the title, 
author, and any actors/actresses that you would cast in the major roles;  
add colorful illustrations and pictures to help you get your point across.   

 


